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Although Austrian Jesuits were already operating in South Australia, Archbishop 
Goold of Melbourne, Victoria, in 1865, secured Jesuits from the Irish province to 
staff St Patrick’s College. A second boys’ college, Xavier, established in 1872, soon 
dominated St Patrick’s though itself challenged by brothers’ schools. By 1901, the 
Irish Jesuits had amalgamated with the original Austrian, while Xavier had achieved 
the status of public school at the expense of St Patrick’s. Xavier went on to develop 
two preparatory schools, one situated close to the archiépiscopal palace of Dr Mannix.
In 1950, the creation of the Australian Jesuit province meant the loss of the Irish 
province. Another loss lay ahead: the closure of St Patrick’s in 1968. Now the 
Australian province of the Jesuits is squarely aligned with Asia rather than with 
Europe. Further, it is developing educational initiatives with new focuses.

In 1848 , the rev o lu tio n s in various European countries resulted  in the  
ex p u ls io n  o f  the Jesuits. Jesu its from  the A ustro-H ungarian E m pire w ere am ong  
th ose  ex iled . T w o  y o u n g  Jesuits, Fathers K ranew itter and K lin k ow stroem  - 
ordained o n ly  six  w eek s - jo in ed  a G erm an group em igratin g  to the 12-year-o ld  
co lo n y  o f  South  A ustralia . In 1852, Jesuits w ere g iv en  spiritual charge o f  the  
area o f  the co lo n y  north o f  a line  drawn from  M organ to S p en cer’s G ulf. T he  
area is roughly  the s iz e  o f  France. In the fo llo w in g  year, the first Jesuit church  
w a s bu ilt in South  A ustralia  and in 1856 , the Jesuits opened  their first c o lle g e  at 

S e v en h ill, South  A ustralia . T his institution  fun ctioned  as a b o y s ’ secondary  
boarding c o lle g e , sem inary, novitiate, and m issio n  centre. St A lo y s iu s ’ C o lleg e  

still stands today in this reg ion  o f  South A ustralia , w here the Jesu its co n tin u e  to  
produce sacram ental and high quality com m ercia l w in es.

A lth ou gh  in itia lly  located  in the co lo n y  o f  South  A ustralia , the A ustrian  
Jesuits, w h o se  num bers increased in the years fo llo w in g  the arrival o f  Fathers 
K ranew itter and K link ow stroem , cam e from  tim e to tim e on the invitation  o f  
A rch b ish op  G o o ld  o f  M elbourne to condu ct spiritual retreats and parish m issio n s  

in the state o f  V ictoria  to the east.
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THE ARRIVAL OF IRISH JESUITS

A s early as 1859 , G oo ld  had been n egotia tin g  w ith  the provincia l o f  the Irish 
Jesu its for the purpose o f  staffing  St P atrick’s C o lle g e , E ast M elbou rn e, w h ich  
sto o d  v irtu ally  in the sam e ground s as the cathedral o f  the sam e nam e. 
N eg o tia tio n s continued  over  a num bers o f  years to the poin t w h en , in 1865 , the  
Jesuit general, after consu lta tion  w ith both Austrian and Irish representatives, 
took  up G o o ld ’s request for s ta ffin g  for the c o lle g e . A greem en t w as a lso  reached  
for the Irish Jesuits to  undertake the R ichm ond  m issio n  in the eastern suburbs 
o f  M elbourne.

T he approach m ade to the Irish p rovince w as undoubted ly  based  on a num ber  
o f  factors. John Joseph  Therry had been the first Irish priest to  labour in the very  
first o f  the early c o lo n ie s  in A ustralia , that o f  N e w  South W ales. On h is death in 
1862 , it w as found that he had d esignated  the Irish Jesuit p rov in ce  as m ain  
b en efic iaries o f  h is estate. G iven  G o o ld ’s desire  to see  the Jesuits estab lished  at 
St Patrick’s C o lleg e  and having no certainty that they w ou ld  r ece iv e  any o ffic ia l  
acceptan ce in to  N e w  South W ales, the Jesu its d ec id ed  to take advantage o f  the  
term s o f  the Therry bequ est and to estab lish  th em se lv es in V ictoria .

In itia lly  the Irish provincia l sent to  M elbou rn e tw o  o f  h is m ost exp erien ced  
m en. O ne w as Joseph  L enta igne SJ, w h o  had been the first Irish provincia l from  
1 8 6 0  to 1863 (the Irish Jesuit m issio n  itse lf  had b eco m e a prov ince  o n ly  in 1860). 
L enta igne had later been appointed rector and m aster o f  n o v ic e s  at M illto w n  
Park, D ublin . H is com panion  w as W illiam  K elly  SJ, w h o  had been e x p e lled  from  

M aynooth  Sem inary b ecau se  o f  public  support he offered  the Y o u n g  Ireland  
m ovem en t, then out o f  step w ith the Irish hierarchy. D esp ite  this setback, he had  
later jo in ed  the Jesuits and becam e know n as an outstand ing c la ssica l scholar  
and scien tist. T hus these  tw o  pion eer Irish Jesuits, w ith  the help  o f  tw o  lay  
teachers, took  over  the instruction at St P atrick’s and m ade it the first Jesuit 
sch o o l in V ictoria . B y  D ecem b er 1865, the roll stood  at 3 0  pupils.

T he co m in g  to V ictoria  o f  the Irish Jesuits w as an ev en t o f  con sid erab le  socia l  
and educational im portance in the h istory o f  A ustralia . T heir arrival ensured that 
Irish traditions w ere to in flu en ce  A ustralian ca th o lic ism  in its early period o f  
form ation . N um bers in the sch o o l w ere soon  to grow , but the ac tiv ities  o f  the  
Jesuits w ere not co n fin ed  to sch o o l teach in g  alone; they undertook, as had the  

A ustrians, m any other pastoral du ties (apart from  the R ichm ond  m issio n ). T h ese  
various activ ities  saw  the d ev e lo p m en t o f  bonds betw een  the S o c iety  and the  
general ca th o lic  com m u nity .

In Septem ber 1866, Fathers L enta igne and K elly  w ere reinforced  by the  

arrival o f  a seco n d  group o f  Jesuits from  Ireland. T h ese  n ow  inclu ded  the superior



54 DAVID H. MURPHY

o f  the m issio n , Joseph D alton  SJ, w h o  had been educated  at C lo n g o w es  W o o d  

and at T ullam ore. H e had taught in all the Irish Jesuit c o lle g e s , inclu d in g  
C lo n g o w es  W o o d  and T ullam ore. O ver the 4 0  years fo llo w in g  his arrival in 
V ictoria , he w as to p lay a critical role in estab lish in g  four Jesuit co lle g es:  St 
P atrick’s, M elbourne; X avier  C o lleg e , M elbourne; St Ignatius, Syd n ey; and St 
A lo y s iu s , Syd n ey .

EXPANSION IN EDUCATION

In 1866, St P atrick’s had grow n to an en ro lm ent o f  102 students. B eca u se  o f  
lack  o f  sp ace , it w a s not su itab le for boarding purposes and, throughout its 
history, it rem ained a lm ost purely a day sch o o l, ex cep t for the occa sio n a l  
ad m ission  o f  extrem ely  lim ited  num bers o f  boarders. It w as the need  for ex ten ded  
boarding fa c ilitie s  that led , as early as 1871, to the estab lish m en t o f  the secon d  
Jesuit c o lle g e  in V ictoria . T he new  estab lishm ent w as X a v ier  C o lleg e , situated  

in K ew , on ly  four m iles  from  St P atrick’s, but in an area then seen  as so m ew h at 
rem ote. Set on a s ite  o f  7 0  acres, X av ier  began to take shape w ith the la y in g  o f  
the foundation  ston e on D ecem b er 8, 1872. T he serm on to m ark the o cca s io n  
w as preached by W illia m  K elly  SJ w h o  ch o se  the then appropriate text ‘W hat 
ca m e y e  out into the w ild ern ess to se e ? ’ T he Irishness o f  the o cca s io n  w as 

revea led  in the green sash es o f  the various H ibernian ca th o lic  b en efit so c ie tie s . 
T he m usic  they m arched to included  ‘T he Harp that O n c e ,’ ‘T he M instrel B o y ,’ 
and ‘P ad d y’s W ed d in g .’ In h is serm on, W illia m  K elly  sp ok e  against the state  
education  act and the secu lar education  it p ro m o ted 1. H ere at K ew  ‘the youth  o f  
the com parative ly  w ealth ier  c la sse s  w ou ld  receiv e  an education  w h ich  w ou ld  
not endanger their m o ra ls .’

In h is history o f  X avier, D en in g  (1 9 7 8 )  refers to the uneasy relation sh ip s that 
e x isted  betw een  St P atrick’s and X avier. D istin ctio n s ex is ted  w h ich  kept them  
separate. S iz e , p o sse ss io n  o f  boarding fa c ilitie s , and fa m ilie s  o f  d ifferent soc ia l 
status m ade the tw o  sc h o o ls  m ore like  stepbrothers, than brother sch o o ls .

T h e crow d  present that day w ou ld  h ave seen , stretching back tow ards  
R ichm ond , the fled g lin g  church o f  St Ignatius, and to the south  the Church o f

1 Between 1872 and 1893 all six colonies passed legislation which established 
government-controlled school systems under a minister of the Crown and withdrew 
financial aid to church schools. These statutes were popularly known as the ‘free 
compulsory and secular’ acts. See, for example, Jones (1974), p.20.
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the Im m aculate  C on cep tion , H aw thorn, both b u ild in gs w ith  rem inders that the  
w ork o f  the Jesu its ex ten ded  beyon d  the tw o  sc h o o ls  into the tw o  you n g  parishes.

O ver f iv e  years passed  from  the la y in g  o f  the X av ier  foun dation  ston e to the  
sc h o o l’s co m m en cem en t under its first rector, Father T h om as C ah ill SJ. C ahill 
had for a tim e studied at M aynooth  for the secular priesthood , but had g o n e  on  
to  jo in  the Jesu its in France. From  1874 to 1878 he had been rector o f  S t P atrick’s 
C o lleg e . In 1878  he found h im se lf  rector o f  X a v ier  as w e ll. H is period as rector  
w as brief, lasting  on ly  to 1879. U n til 1952  the rectors o f  both St P atrick’s and  
X avier  w ere Irish w ith the ex cep tio n s o f  W illia m  L ock in gton  SJ, appointed  to  
St Patrick’s in 1916  and Jerem iah Su llivan  SJ appointed to X av ier  in the sam e  
year.2

A lth ou gh  X av ier  did exp erien ce  periods o f  d ec lin e  in harm ony w ith  broad  
eco n o m ic  dow nturns, it w as to b eco m e the lead in g  ca th o lic  c o lle g e  in V ictoria . 
D uring the depression  years o f  the 1890s, enrolm ents at both sc h o o ls  w ere  

affected , though St Patrick’s w as the m ore sev ere ly  hit. In the years lead in g  up  
to  the turn o f  the century, St P atrick’s had to recover from  the e ffe c ts  o f  this 
depression  and a lso  co m p ete  w ith other less  e x p e n siv e  ca th o lic  sc h o o ls , notably  
th ose  o f  the C hristian Brothers w h o  cam e to V ictoria  in 1868 and th ose  o f  the  
M arist Brothers w h o  arrived in 1893 (F ogarty, 1959). B y  the end o f  the century, 
thought w as be ing  g iv en  to the p o ssib ility  o f  the c losu re  o f  St P atrick’s. T h is w as  
not to occur for another 7 0  odd years, h ow ever.

In 1901, the Austrian and the Irish m issio n s am algam ated , under the latter. 
B y that date, there w ere 8 0  Irish Jesuits. In the sam e year X avier, after a period  
o f  sporting partnership w ith St P atrick’s, took  over  the representation o f  the  
Jesu it c o lle g e s  in the V ictorian  P ublic  S c h o o ls ’ A sso c ia tio n , m an ifestly  a 
sporting organization , but latently a grouping o f  h ig h -fee  and h igh -status sch o o ls  
sh o w in g  a ffin itie s w ith the E ng lish  greater public sc h o o ls3. T he transfer o f  the

2 In 1952 the first Australian born rector, Father Philip Gleeson SJ, was appointed to 
the school. He was succeeded by three other Australian born rectors. From 1974, the 
title ‘rector’ was reserved for the spiritual superior of the Jesuit community, and the 
title ‘headmaster’ applied to the chief executive officer responsible for the running of 
the school’s operations.

3 Dening (1978) writes ‘From about the time Xavier became a public school till the 
depression (of the ’30s) and the second world war, public school sport was a social 
and class phenomenon’ (p. 173). He describes in some detail the focus on public school 
sport among professional and middle-class groups.
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title  o f  public sch o o l to X a v ier  w as a sign  o f  its rise, and o f  the relative  d ec lin e  
o f  St P atrick’s.

B y  1950 , the Jesuits had estab lish ed  th em se lv es to  such  a poin t in A ustralia  

that A ustralia  b ecam e a p ro v in ce  in its ow n  right, sen d in g  in 1951 six  A ustralian  
Jesu its to estab lish  a m issio n  in northern India. T he rem ain ing Irish priests w ere  
assim ila ted  into the A ustralian province. S o m e  su rv ive  to this day. H o w ev er , in  
19 9 0  the last m em ber o f  the Irish prov ince  w h o  still had an asso cia tio n  w ith  the  
V ictorian  sc h o o ls  d ied. H e w as Father Patrick S tep h en son  SJ w h o  w as born on  

the e v e  o f  St P atrick’s D ay , 1896, in the county  o f  W aterford, Ireland. H av in g  
been educated  by the Jesu its at C lo n g o w es  W o o d , he jo in ed  the S o c ie ty  o f  Jesus  
in 1914. A fter sev en  years o f  form ation in Ireland, he cam e to X a v ier  in 1921, 
w ithout doubt little  rea lizing  the exten t o f  h is future in v o lv em en t w ith  this 
particular sch o o l. In h is first stay at X a v ier  as a sch o la stic , he taught for four  
years. On com p letio n  o f  this stage o f  h is form ation as a Jesuit, he  returned to  
E urope to study th eo lo g y  in E ngland and in France, be ing  ordained in L y o n s in 
1928. H e returned to X a v ier  in 1930  after w h ich  he taught hu m anities, m ain ly  
geograp h y , to generations o f  sch o o l boys. H e ed ited  the c o lle g e  m agazin e  for 5 0  
years; he acted as spiritual father and co n fesso r  to co u n tle ss  b o y s , m any o f  w h om  

w ent on to continue  their asso cia tio n  w ith him  as chaplain  o f  the O ld  X a v eria n s’ 
A sso c ia tio n . H is requiem  w as held  at St P atrick’s C athedral, M elbou rn e, on  M ay  
9th , 1990. T he cathedral w as filled  to capacity  (Sharpe, 1990).

C on sid erin g  in the broadest sen se  p o ss ib le  such a lon g  and rem arkable career, 
it w ou ld  be easy  to om it m uch o f  sig n ifica n ce . N ev erth e less , certain ev en ts  stand  
out. In 1913, M elbou rn e had w itn essed  the arrival o f  D an ie l M annix , a form er  
president o f  M aynooth  C o lleg e . H e w as to su cceed  A rch b ish op  Carr in 1917  as 
M elb o u rn e’s third archbishop (se e  E bsw orth, 1977). T hrough out h is lon g  reign, 
Irish Jesu its w ere very c lo se  in m any se n ses  o f  the w ord to the arch b ishop  w h o se  
palace Raheen w as, lik e  X avier, a lso  situated in the suburb and parish o f  K ew . 

W hen in 1920  X a v ier  w as presented  w ith S tu d ley  H all, the Jesu its w ere  

estab lish ed  ju st across the road from  Raheen4. A lbert P ow er  SJ and W illia m  
H ackett SJ, the latter rector o f  X a v ier  from  1935 to 1939 , w ere  c lo se  friends and 

con fid an ts o f  M annix.

4 In 1923 the diocesan seminary at Werribee outside Melbourne was entrusted by 
Mannix to the Jesuits. So too in 1959 was the newly established Melbourne theologate 
of Glen Waverley. In both seminaries men of Irish origin were prominent. They 
included Henry Johnston, Albert Power, and Charles Mayne (see O ’Farrell, 1974).
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S tu d ley  H all opened  as a X av ier  preparatory sch o o l in 1921 , the year in w h ich  

Patrick S tep h en son  cam e as a sch o la stic  to  the sen ior sch o o l. It b ecam e know n  
as B urke H all, after its donor, T .M . B urke, a prom inent V ictorian  cath o lic  

laym an. D en in g  (1 9 7 8 )  notes in h is h istory o f  X a v ier  that it w as o n ly  w ith  so m e  
reluctance that the general con sen ted  to th is new  preparatory sch o o l, ho ld in g  
concerns that the increase in num bers w o u ld  lessen  the Jesuit character o f  the  
education  to  be provided . B y g o tt (1 9 8 0 )  asserts that prim ary education  w as not 
a particular forte o f  the Jesuits and that B urke H all w as e ssen tia lly  an institution  

w here sm all b o y s m arked tim e until they m oved  on to the sen ior sch o o l.
D esp ite  such  reservations, the su cc e ss  o f  B urke H all led to a d ec is io n  in 1935 , 

w h en the sen ior sch o o l w as again  ex p erien cin g  financial d ifficu ltie s , to  open  up  
a secon d  preparatory sch o o l, this tim e in B righton. T he purchase o f  property led  
to the estab lishm ent o f  K ostka H all. T hus Patrick S teph en son  had been part o f  

the grow th o f  X av ier  across its three cam puses. C on cern s about the X av ier  
ex p an sion  had been considerab le. N o n eth e le ss , con so lid a tio n  fo llo w ed .

In 1968, St P atrick’s C o lleg e  w as c lo sed  dow n . T he bu ild in gs, w ith the  
ex cep tio n  o f  a tow er preserved after public outcry as a com m em o ra tiv e  gesture, 
w ere d em o lish ed  to provide sp ace for expanded  archdiocesan  adm inistration. 
W hen St P atrick’s c lo sed , X avier, w h ich  had co m p leted  so m e  new  b u ild in gs  
about th is tim e, took  in any o f  the Patricians w h o  w ish ed  to transfer and provided  
sp ace  for the d isp lay  o f  St P atrick’s honour boards.

CHANGING DIRECTIONS

For m en such as Patrick S teph en son , the creation in 19 5 0  o f  the A ustralian  
province had m eant their detachm ent from  the Irish p rov in ce  under w h o se  
au sp ices they had arrived in A ustralia. T hey had seen  the grow th  o f  X av ier  and 
th e  d e m is e  o f  S t P a tr ic k ’ s. A n o th e r  a d ju s tm e n t  la y  a h e a d . A  m ajor  
re-organization  o f  the S o c ie ty ’s adm inistration a lign ed  the A ustralian p rovince  
very firm ly w ith A sia  rather than w ith Europe. T he new  regional centre for the  
East A sian  A ssista n cy , centred in M anila, m eant the term ination o f  the form er  
organizational arrangem ents w h ich  had seen  first the A ustrians and then the Irish  
in larger num bers co m e  to V ictoria . In the 1990s, the earlier co n n ectio n s w ith  
the Irish p rovince n o w  appear fairly rem ote.

T he educational e fforts o f  the A ustralian Jesuit sc h o o ls  had traditionally  been  

directed  tow ards the son s o f  the gentry, w ith a strong adm ixture o f  students  

drawn from  the com m ercia l life  o f  the com m u nity . S c h o o ls  such as X av ier  have  
strongly  d irected  their efforts tow ards professional entry and the attainm ent by 
their pu p ils o f  leadersh ip  p o sition s in so c iety .
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H o w ev er  a new , additional trend is em ergin g . In the early 1 980s, there w as  
an experim en t, under Jesuit d irection , w ith a sen ior  co -ed u cation a l h igh sch o o l  
in the n on -afflu en t outer w estern suburbs o f  M elbourne. T hou gh  u n su ccessfu l 
in so m e  w a y s , th is has not p reven ted  the e sta b lish m e n t, under a Jesu it  
headm aster, o f  a co -ed u cation a l h igh sch o o l in the outer w estern suburbs o f  
S y d n ey  (R o lfe , 1991). T he earlier fo cu s under the Irish w h ich  saw  in V ictoria  
the d ev e lo p m en t o f  St P atrick’s and then X av ier  w ith  its preparatory sc h o o ls  
co n tin u es, though m od ified  in the ligh t o f  d im in ish in g  num bers o f  Jesuits, 
increased en ro lm ents, and the ch a n g es brought about by V atican  II that h ave  
prom oted  a lessen in g  o f  m id d le -c la ss  ties.
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