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Beyond achievement: home, school and wellbeing findings
from PISA 2018 for students in DEIS and non-DEIS schools 
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Extra-curricular activities at school

Hindrances to learning identified by principals

Students in DEIS schools 
had a significantly 
higher mean score on 
the index of school 
policies for parental 
involvement

In PISA 2018, in both DEIS and non-DEIS schools...

(meaning in life, 
positive feelings, 

resilience). 

Large majorities had access to...

No statistically significant differences between students in 
DEIS and non-DEIS schools found on....

All students had access at school to 
extra-curricular sports

More
Info

Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA): Over 600,000 15-year-olds in 79 countries/economies took part in 2018. In Ireland, 5,577 students in 
157 schools participated. Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools (DEIS): The Action Plan for Educational Inclusion focuses on addressing and prioritising 
the educational needs of children and young people from disadvantaged communities. Access the full report: www.erc.ie/pisa-deisreport2021   

Student wellbeing

Students in DEIS schools 
had a significantly lower 
mean score than students 
in non-DEIS schools on the 
index of parental support 
for learning at home. 

Parents’ 
emotional 
support did not 
differ between 
DEIS and 
non-DEIS schools. 

Students in DEIS 
schools placed lower 
value on schooling.

Overall, boys placed 
less value on 
schooling than girls.

Students in DEIS 
schools had 
access to fewer 
books at home 
than students in 
non-DEIS schools.
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Hindrances to learning at school

School
wellbeing
policies

Books in
the home
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